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^raauihor  Dava  Aamaay. 
^KoRMing  tha  Soutttam 
!  Baptiat  Conaan8oo  annual 
mating  in  DaMaa  on  Juna 
12.  uigad  paaiora  lo  laad 
paoplaoulofdatoctoytaach- 
ing  tham  vvhat  iha  Bitola 
layt  about  monay.  "Whan 
you  aland  up  in  front  of  your 
congragation.  you'ra  loolcvig 
at  a  lai^  numbar  of  paopla 
do  not  hiMa  itoa  atop- 
iiy  to  handia  fhm  monai!.* 
ha  aaid.  Ramaau  CEO  of 


audior  of  RnaiMPaf  Ftoaoa 
UnlMaraHiL  iiijaitiaatiii  to 
*qull  praaahingddia  laa- 
aonattofeNAappipta^  lafs 
.  taaoh  tiaifi  IiMWm  on  a 
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ATTEMOANCE  RISES  —  Maaaangars  to  tha  2018  annual  moating  of  tha  Soulham  Baptist  Conuantion  Juna  12-13  in  DaNaa  naady 
doubM  in  numbar  comparad  to  laat  yaar'a  annual  maating  in  Phoanoc.  UnoffieM  aalimatat.  including  fa«.iily  and  visitors  who  attOhdad 
tha  opan  saaaions.  wara  paggad  at  naarly  15.000  paopla.  (BP  photo)  Q 

Aissseii§ers  double  idJIallas  meeting 


vriccdi  aa 

the  new  conventioa  preaMem 
and  heard  ao  addraaa  by  U.S. 
Vice  Prealflent  Mike  Pence  div- 
ina  their  2018  Tf******?*  maethia 
June  12-13  in  DaBaa. 

The  unofEcUl  meaaengcr 
regfaSratioD  total  oi  9,637  laaa 
up  92%  horn  laat  yeai^a  5,015 
petae^ers  at  the  anpnal  Moet- 
MS  hi jTOCT^and  maihed  the 

iiBae  the  2010  annual  meeting 
inOilando. 


UNKMIS  OREETSilQ — 

Tha  diy  of  OaBaittalaomad 
naarty  16.000  maaaangafi. 
gyaats.  and  vimtora  to  tha 
Soulham  Baptiat  Convan- 
tion'a  2018  annual  maat 
ing  in  a  numbar  of  apadal 
ways,  orm  of  which  waa 
profacting  tha  maatinga 
thama  logo.  Taatify.  pMn 
Itw  Onwii  Holal  doaRBpwn 
toy  aahiSMdng  Sipibffig 
from  cartain  rooma  M  the 
iacSIly.  (BP  photo) 


Geeear,  paalor  cf  The  SUBomit 
ChuRfa  in  NXX, 

lecahed  68.6%  of  the  aote  for 
preaidBBt  in  the  June  12  efectkiL 
The  only  other  renddaie  ¥m 
Ken  Hcmnldl,  apecW  m/klmt 
lodiepfeBkientSNQfthGeeen- 
vilh  UBbFCfMty,  winch  h  afBM 
with  the  Soudi  QnoBne  Bapdat 
OooaeetkxL  A  fctmer  petaicWnt 
ci  Sradhiiiatini  Bemtoaiy  in  Ft 
Worth,  IlcmpU  leoehed  3L2% 


John  Yaala^  eaBOSdve  dheclnr 
of  the  Ifiaaouri  Bands  Conven- 
don,  ana  leclectea  aa  TrrrrMtg 
aeokvy,  and  Don  Cunenoe, 
miniater  of  chikken  and  ad- 
miniatindon  S  Pint  Cfaudi  in 
Ckauk,  Mo^  wna  elected  legiatit- 
docaecntny. 

At  a  pcen  conference  ioBow- 
ing  hh  elecdon.  Gceen  aald  Ida 
piMttea  ae  ptfiddmt  wiS  in- 
Goapel  focna,  dKenity, 
evangenam,  ewuren  ptanoa^ 
nnilripate  mhdatiy,  and  engM- 
ingToanper  Bepdati  in  the  aca 


pfe  Sndfagoandoniae  he  qpoke 
of  the  auicnty  of  human  Bfe  and 
the  eoonliy  of  haaci,  nong  oth¬ 
er  fesiea. 


Giaev  aHi  nkoe  Sleae 
Gdnea,  nasor  of  Bdlevue  Church 
in  auburaan  Memphii.  who  had 
ierved  hw>  tenna  aa  middent  and 

_ • _ na-^n_  _ 

WPnC^pBMnr  IWKIMML 

AX  Tinea,  paSor  of  New 
Seaaena  Qhinth  in  Bn  Pfeso, 
Ca.,  van  elected  Bnt  viee  peeei- 
deaiL  Pelfai  Cabm,  psSor  of 
BaudSa  OsSJlBOIda- 
Hao^QlV,  tan  fhvaad  ewvmd 
vice  pnnident. 


He  Mm  Mid  women  Mmdd 
*Mt  S  the  MSi  of  ItMasKcT  k 
me  oonvanoon  enu  mat  ouuiir 
cni  DKioBi  enunee  ma  canrenee 
oBStlw^kitidaimiswoaHnto 
report  aboen^ 


Prior  to  Penoe’a  ^penance, 
menengert  made  two  modont  to 
nnand  the  oonvendon'e  agBidB 
to  mrhirlB  the  vfee  pradMi 
eddma  The  irS  rtimipt  waa 
defeated  ly  atammiar  vote,  and 
tha  aeoond  waa  ruled  out  of  order 
hernias  tha  conatndon  had  al- 
reaikdeMlwIthteiniie. 

TVao  modone  lefcptjd  to  the 
SBC  caacudm  onmmiltfa  k 
MakkkMis  artpn^y^jgk^ 


mad  meadap.  A  pedal  of  oids 

y"*^**^  mrnommm 

non  ID  reuuaa  aomma  wBi  nnao  _ 
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Pmae^  addtaaa  on  Jum  13 
oMIed  SouHuan  Bkidali  to  pan 
for  AoMrica,  md  he  oommendea 
tha  SBC-ne  >*kn  df  ihn  naies 
feme  for  noodTiilie  wortl 


WILLIAM  PERKINS 


On  to  next  year 


have  a 
aodiSMits  hive  been 


hooierAao^r  annual  meeting  of 
die  Southern  Baptist  Oonvenbcm  is 
in  the  books.  Southern  Bapdsts  be> 
ing  Southern  Baptists,  diere  uvas  of 
course  plody  ofnissing  and  com* 
plainingbiit  dim  was  a  lot  more 
praise  and  worship. 

I  was  unable  to  attend  this  year's 
annual  meeting  last  week  in  Dallas, 
but  the  ever-amazing  world  of  tech^ 
Dotogy  brought  the  entire  meeting 
to  my  desk  in  tile  Baptist  BuBding  in 
downtDim  Jadcson. 

As  hasheen  the  case  for  most  of 
die  Annwl  meetings  of  the  Southern 
BaptisiQmvnxtio&andtbeMis- 
stsa^  Baptist  Oonveotion  I  have 
witoieaaed  m  27  yean  at  The  Baptist 
Record,  it  seemed  that  messengers 
SolHaiWiBil  swifting  miilihi'twoA 


sues  ao  thw  could  getWk  m  praise 
and  woiaim  and  grttBihiess  to  our 
Heavaolr  nidier  and  hia  Son,  our 
Lord  and  Savior  Jesus  Christ 
That  truly  makes  attending  dime 
jiniioal  meetings  worth  all  the 
aasociated  expenses  and  exhaoat- 
ing  travel  time  and  living  out  of  1 
auncaaa  for  days  and  being  inoonve- 
nienoed  by  hu^  lunch  crowds  and 
everyd^  dse  involved  in  being 
tbere.lj^e  worth  it  to  return  home 
I^iysleayy  ezlmuated  bm 


N.C.,  wiD  be  a  change  agent  across 
the  convention.  Soi^  of  those  ob¬ 
servers  are  savicgtbat  with  a  ooosid- 
craMe  dose  of  eaetenent,  and  some 
are  saying  it  with  a  touch  of  fear. 
(3iaim  usually  generates  those  kinds 
reactions  in  peq^ 

For  Greear's  part,  he  said  in  a 
post-dection  news  conference  June 
u  that  he  wants  to  encourage  unity 
as  he  wades  into  his  firat  term  as 
president. 

*Wh8t  I  don't  think  this  [dection] 
nmresents  is  a  passing  die  baton 


Convention  attendees  heard  an 
addbrn  by  U.S.  Vice  Pieaidefit  Mike 
Pence.  Tw  was  a  big  desk  Many 
national  feadera  have  spoken  to  the 
(xmvention  bv  satellite  and  video,  bm 
not  as  often  live  and  in  peiaon  as  was 
the  case  with  Pence. 

There  were  some  measengeia 
(BdnT  like  the  idea  of  a  secu¬ 
lar  pulitfeian  aMwating  before  the 
conventkin,  and  othars  ainipb^  didn't 
likediediaruptiontothecaraully- 
dmed  coovaotioo  schedule.  AB  was 
smoothed  out  by  die  dme  Pence 


into  the  sunset  and  the  new,  young 
neneration  is  in  charge.  We  walk 
forward  together,”  he  said. 

However,  it  appears  he  won’t  shy 
away  from  the  tough  issues  that  ate 
boundtocomeak^foranypreal- 
dent  of  the  SBC  -  the  largBSt  ProteO' 
taiR  denomination  In  the  wodd. 

V  *VuuRhamBaaaiaBi^uuBnanaiL 

What  are  tldngi  we  did  100  years 
ago,  or  50  years  ago,  that  are  QO 
kmger  as  effictii^..We^  paying 
for  paseota  and  oMBBbiBi,  forthe 
smm  of  God  to  moaefliem  toba  the 
ttuich  dmUie  naedin  our  genera- 
W-JiesMd. 

V  Cfcaiar  wffl  babteirrd  up  by  an 
impraiiveiiMr^^ 

dtei&SailiSnta 

Seasm  Cfogrch  ttMlpjpi,OL,  ^ 
aeftmstoptefodiBhIigCatuefa, 
HisnaMBDiiSocoBUeMiBeu- 
tiste  Osfohl  hi  O^Eqm  Oty,  wus 


A  Positive  Future 


A  Student  recently  asked  me,  *How 
do  you  feel  aboot  the  future  of  the 
^Southern  Baptist  Convention?* 

He  was  surprised  by  my  answer.  "Vm 
positive.*  He  rralied,  "Don’t  some  of 
the  current  problems  mean  the  oonven- 


the  current  problems  mean  the  oonven- 
tion  is  in  trouble?*  My  answer  was.  "No, 
not  radly.*  He  aM»d  for  some  explana¬ 
tion  und  here  are  the  reasons  I  shiued 
with  him:  1 

■  First,  God  sustains  any  ministry  > 

riveted  on  Hfo  purpose.  Our  reason  K» 
having  a  denomination  is  eiqiaxidiiig 
God’s  Kin^m.  He  wiQ  susliin  us  as  long 
as  we  are  Ibcused  on  His  overarching  pur- 
poae.  Our  vitality  has  never  dmended^on 
numan  Icadcrahip,  but  on  Goas  power. 

■  Seoondiy,  current  probtems  ace  just 
that  ~  current  probfems.  We  have  had 
aeriouB  proMems  in  the  past  and  God  has 
helped  us  solve  them,  we  may  have  even 
more  serious  problems  in  the  future  and 
God  win  hc^  us  handle  those  as  wriL 

The  tendency  is  (every  year  it  seems) 
to  focus  on  the  issues  at  niuid  and  pro¬ 
nounce  them  "the  most  serious  proUems 
we  have  ever  feccd.*There  are  real  is¬ 
sues  on  the  table  this  year,  but  let’s  avi^ 
every  generation’s  teriden^  to  igimre 
histoffcal  perspective  and  overeatimate 
current  chalfengea. 

■  Tliirdly,  airing  probleins  openly  ' 
means  our  processes  are  working,  not 
foiling.  SotUhem  Baptists  do  almost 
all  our  buoness  in  public.  Our  annual 
convention  is  a  public  meeting,  as  are 
iimM  sessions  Of  each  of  the  boards  which 
govern  om  entities.  Secular  corporations 
and  other  rdigiouB  groiqM  have  die  same 
probfems  (or  nioce)than  we  do,  but  they 
lie  nof  aa  pifolk  aboiR  dieir  bumiiesa. 


Guest  opimon 

with  Jeff  lorg 


When  Baptists  learn  about  and 
foe*  up  to  problems,  that  means  our 
pre  cesses  are  working  —  sometimes 
meth^cally  or  haltingly,  but  they  are 
working. 

M  Finally,  when  foced  with  important 
da  isions  l&e  chooting  feadera,  darify- 
iny  positions,  or  correctiiig  problems, 
th  messengers  almost  always  make  the 
right  decisions.  The  common  piety  and 
common  sense  of  prayerful  Bapti^ 
making  important  devious  has  been  a 
hallmark  of  convention  meetings  I  have 
attended  for  die  past  30  years. 

As  a  leader,  a  part  of  my  role  is  defin¬ 
ing  reality.  Denying  difficult  dilemmas 
does  not  dimin&hdiem.  Making  them 
more  than  they  are,  however,  also  a 
mistake.  Mav  God  sive  us  the  grace  to 
admit  mistakes  ana  foce  challenge^ 
whfle  maintaining  proper  perspective 
on  current  probfems  and  not  lostiig 
hope  fr>r  the  future. 

tary  cgppears  courtesy  of  Baptist  Press, 


Msssangsrs  to 
Ihs  2018  annual 
meeting  of  the 
Southern  Baptist 
Convention  June 
12-13  in  Dalles 
voted  on  20 
motions  and  10 
resolulions. 

(BP  photo) 


John  Yaati,  cmlifoe  dfoeetor  of 
the  Miaaouri  Baplfot  Ooneei^oii,  wm 
leefectedasraroidlngaeea^^ 

Don  Cumiioe,  iidiiiiier  of  ddMM 
arid  adiiiiiiistiMiao  at  KiM  Chostfa  in 
Osifk,  Mo.,  wiedected  reuiitrarion 
secretary.  Lfoe  Qraear,  bom  of  theae 
men  are  white. 

ThatmakswoDofSoutheraBap- 
tfote’puifceoymirmarrttodivea^ 
the  ODoventfon  from  the  my  wUte_ 
(xmgMen  kfem 


Miss,  church  recognized  at  missionary  sending 


DALLAS  (BP  ami  local  reports) 

Missbaippi  Bantiat  duizch  vrsa  hdld 
up  at  a  nutfafui  example  of  the  Great 
Commiaakm  duhna  w  International 
Bdiaaioo  Board  (IMd)  ai  the  Soiitheni 
Baptiat  Cofwantkm  (SBC)  Sendiiig  Cel- 
ebratimi  at  the  SBC  2018  annual  meet¬ 
ing  in  DaBaa. 

Flodor  and  Galina  Baraniuk,  newfy 
appointed  miasionariea  10  Europe,  neif 
up  in  the  former  Soviet  Unloii  Where 
life  was  "difficult  for  Chriatiai^''  Galina 
aakL  The  two  came  to  faith  in  Chriat  at  a 
i  in  the  Soviet  Union  and  later 
1  to  the  United  States. 

They  are  being  sent  to  the  misaion 
field  ay  Meadow  Brook  Baptist  Church 
in  Byhalia.  "Through  our  church,  God 
moved  our  hearts  for  European  peo¬ 
ple,"  Galina  said 

IMS's  missioii 

Bdarked  by  testimonies  and  prayer 
for  the  approximatelv  u,700  pe^Ve 
^ups  armmd  the  world,  outgoing  IMB 
Inresidcmt  David  Platt  reminded  mes¬ 
sengers  that  the  SBC  exiate  first  and 
foremost  for  the  spread  the  GospeL 

"Tooighit  we  ha^  the  opportimity  to 
remember  the  reason  we  came  togkh- 
er  in  the  first  place.  We  exist  to  com¬ 
bine  the  efforts  of  our  churches  for  the 
spread  of  the  Gospel  in  the  world,"  Platt 
sM  during  IMB  s  sending  celebration 
on  the  evemng  of  June  12. 

Platt  has  announced  that  he  will  be 
leaving  the  spot  at  IMB  to  return  to 
being  a  pastor. 

During  ndiat  could  be  Platt's  final 
Sending  Celd>ration,  he  introduced 


y  * 


47  newly  aPPoM^lfd  missionan^  ap¬ 
proved  by  IMB  trustees  during  tlM 
June  11  meeting  prior  to  the  start  of  the 
annual  meeting. 

The  edebration  also  recogniied  32 
journeymen,  recent  college  graduates 
who  ym  serve  international^  as  fiill- 
time,  fuOy-fiinded  churdi  planters  for 
two  to  thm  years.  AB  of  than  are  {  ' 
to  "people  9Dd  places  where  the  C 
has  not  yet  cone,"  Platt  said. 

The  celebration  emphasized  the  tm- 
pofUmoe  of  the  local  church  in  identify* 
W  nurtiiring,  and  supporting  mission- 
aiies.  l^tt  introduced  a  new  resource 
for  cfaurdies  entitled  Foundations,  a 
~ » summary  of  the  biblical 


'  ■’-"'I  (  ' 


IMB  does  around  the  world. 

Platt  underscoreu  the  cooperative 
nature  of  Southern  Baptists  gfobal 
evanmiisric  efforts.  "We  have  given 
togetna  aU  year  loi^  By  God's  grace 
through  you,  the  1MB  Is  on  firm  mian- 
dd  groimd  so  tonight  we're  going  to 
pray  together  and  we're  going  to  send 
togkhef."  he  said. 

Missions  drumbnat 

The  new  missionaries  along  with  lo¬ 
cal  chinch  representatives  entered  the 
haB  to  the  bmting  of  African  drums, 
which  heightened  the  excitement  ana 
antidpation  of  the  evening. 

Megban,  a  journeyman  to  Southeast 
Asia  whom  lart  name  could  not  be  used 
due  to  security  considerations,  opened 
the  servlec  witti  her  story. 

'HTbe  storim  we  tdl  you  are  dimpscs 
imo  how  ow  dmrdiei  pkyed  tbeir  role 
in  our  cafl  to  mMom.  Fm  from  a  amiB 
duirch  of  100  people,  and  fm  the  first 


SOLEMN  MOMENT  Southern  Baptist  nweaaftQars  pray  for  people  groups 
around  the  world  who  need  to  know  the  Lord  Christ,  during  the  fmernafional 
Mission  Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Cofwenlion  tooCi  G<M«s;Ut«g  Csisbration  at 
the  SBC's  2018  anruiel  meeting  June  12  in  Oettas.  An  envelope  was  placed  in  each 
chair  before  the  service  began  and  contained  e  card  that  bore  the  name  of  one  of 
the  11.700  separate  people  groups  that  need  to  be  reached  with  the  Gospel.  (BP 
photo  courtesy  of  IMB). 


miaaionary  weVe  sent  out  in  60  years," 
she  said. 

The  79  n«w  workers  represent  both 
large  and  smaB  churches  in  larm  cities 
and  smaB  towns  in  the  Unitea  States 
and  abroad. 

Jason  and  Kim  Mflton,  being  sent  by 
Aifoumdale  Church  in  LouisviBe,  Kj., 
spent  their  careers  "climbing  the  corifo- 
ratc  ladda,  but  the  more  we  served  our 
church  the  more  we  fob  caBed  to  mis¬ 
sion"  Jason  odd. 

"Triroui^  our  church,  which  has  a 
heart  forl^  natkioe,  we  learned  from 
mMonariet  and  began  working  with 
refugees,"  Kim  explained. 


The  couple,  aloim  with  their  four  diil- 
dreii,  wiB  serve  in  Kenya. 


messengers  to  pray 
I  around  the 
see  to 
chairs  be- 


Praying  for  all 

nm  abo  led 
by  name  for  . 
world,  instructing 
an  envelope  on  their 

fore  the  service. 

"Ibere  axe  an  estiamted  11,700  dia:, 
tinct  ethnic,  or  peopla,  grotm  in  the 
World,  fothfe  ra^  we  hive  about  that 
many  peofda,  which  atans  tile  card  you 
are  hokfing  is  most  HMy  not  matched  by 
anyone  dw  In  this  room. 


ON  THEIR  MAY  -  Fiodor  and  Galina 
Baraniuk.  newly  appointed  missionaf- 
ies  10  Europe,  share  their  tesfimor^tes 
during  the  International  Mission  (IMB)  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Coiwantion  (SBC) 
Sanding  CalabratiQn  at  the  SfiC's  2018 
.^annual. meetfog  Junp  12  in  Wite  A 
Mississippi  Baptist  church  was  identified 
as  the  sending  church  for  the  Baraniuks. 
(BP  photo  courtaey  of  IMB) 

"For  the  next  few  minutes,  the  re- 
spontibflity  of  priMV  for  thM 
group  is  upon  you,  rati  said. 

Togetiier,  me  audience  prayed  for 
people  groups  with  littie  or  no  access  to 
me  Goo^  tor  those  thit  are  less  than 
two  percent  Christian,  and  for  those  with 
a  Mgnifirant  numba  of  beBevers  where 
churches  are  able  to  multiply. 

Before  the  prayer,  Platt  reminded  the 
audiaice,  "We  are  d)out  to  talk  to  God... 
There  are  7.2  hilBoo  people  00  this  plan- 
a  and  rim  now,  we  ha^  His  attention 
in  thfai  haB." 

As  the  service  conchiderL  Southern 
Baptists  scattered  across  the  hafl  to 
lay  hands  on  and  pray  for  those  being 
sent  out 

God's  call 

"With  2.8  bilBon  in  the  world  who 
have  yet  to  hear  the  Gospel  ana  a  room 
of  10,000  people  who  have  the  Gospel 
God  may  be  calling  out  more  than  just 
these  70,"  Platt  said. 

He  challenged  the  audienoe  by  a  show 
of  hands  to  commit  to  ask  God,  "Do  you 
want  me  to  go*  too?"  Across  the  haB, 
hands  raisedL 

Referring  to  Southern  Baptists'  tra- 
y  dition  of  votinfL  op  resohmons  nnd 
other  matters  witn  raised  ballots  c 
their  annual  meetings  Plett  < 

.  "Whh  these  hands  raised,  my  ;tsyer 
,/ls  that  this  may  be  the  most  etemsBy 
fruitful  vote  cast  in  this  room  in  these 
two  days." 


Thb  Baptist  Broqiid  /une  2/.  201S , 


1 


Over  tbe  peit  several  years  in 

towDji  and  cities  across  America, 
a  new  traiBc  hdp  has  shown  up 
at  stop  Hsfrt  comers,  when  the  light 
chao^  nom  red,  there  may  be  a  green 
arrow  allowing  dke  people  in  their 
proper  lane  to  turn  left  It  stra  on  for  a 
while  and  then  sometimes  will  turn  red 
and  then  bes^  to  blink  a  yellow  caution 
arrow.  Some  just  co  from  the  green  ar> 
low  to  a  yellow  blinking  caution  arrow. 
What  dom  that  mean? 

For  those  who  have  been  driving  for 
a  long  time  and  have  never  seen  tw 
configuration,  tttakes  some  learning 
to  TcaUie  that  the  arrow  is  making  a 
blinking  yeQow  caution  that  you  can 
with  care  aikd  a  dear  traffic  pattern, 
turn  when  all  is  safe.  I  think  it's  a  gmt 
hdp  to  keep  traffic  moving  where  mere 
is  no  traffic  coming.  Hic  problem  is  that 
sometimes  people  do  not  know  what  it 
means  and  they  think  when  the  green 
arrow  is  spne  mey  cannot  proceed  even 
when  traffic  is  ddu. 

Recently,  1  was  behind  a  person  %vho 
missed  the  men  light  and  sat  there  for 
wi^  seemd  like  30  minutes  while  the 
caution  Winking  ydlow  arrow  was  giv- 
ing  them  oppoitimiw  to  move  ferward 
cautkNidy.No,dicy}nstsatdierewait- 
ing  for  the  Ugbt  to  torn  back  to  red  and 
finals  after  what  teemed  like  30  -  ^ 
fflhraies,  ft  tuned  red.  I  started  to  honk 


What  Do  the  Flashing 
Caution  Arrows  Mean? 


again.  Thm  are  things  that  happen 
m  our  churches  that  are  naoments  of 
pause  and  Teflectkm  and  evahiatioo  of 
a  situation,  and  then  moving  forward 
and  making  progrcaa-- but  no,  it's  like 
the  car  that  was  sitting  in  front  of  me. 
Sometimes  tkiy  just  see  a  cantfon  Wr 
and  intcipiet  that  it  means  atop  and 
nev«  move  agahL  Let  me  ghe  yon  a 


rdi'kMeli 
Often  it  Isa 


■ofiMrwatd.biftItlioii^evenleasaf 

S^idei.ljwtMtth«f««faaetiieli^  dwrchloysftiptrtorofOffmem 
finally  tuned  red.  After  the  dowt^ 


went,  we  got  back  to  me  peen  arrow.  1 
eased  on  out  and  proceeded. 

We  misht  as  vw  get  used  to  the  yel¬ 
low  bUnl^  cautkm  arrow  because  ifs 
found  aQ  across  our  land.  It  really  does 
help  when  you  know  what  it's  trying 
to  tell  you  and  you  are  pennitjea  to  go 
ahead  and  turn  when  the  coast  IS  d^. 

The  reason  I  mention  this  is  because 
ma^  of  our  churches  come  up  amunst 
a  Winking  caution  li|^  and  fw  lu»  it 
means  stop  and  never  move  forward 


church  loaes  mi  pastor  or  a  staff  mem¬ 
ber  aometimea  mrough  death  and  other 
tiines  because  they  m  led  to  go  to  an¬ 
other  place  of  service.  The  chinch  finds 
it  to  to  fece  the  future  without 
their  strong,  caring  sbeWierd  leader. 

I  understand  that  out  we  the  caution 
arrow,  it's  okay  to  pause  long  enough  to 
evahiM  the  situatioiL  gather  your^ 
together,  dien  by  Goas  grace  and  hdp, 
bem  to  move  forward  even  though  it 
will  not  be  whh  the  previous  leader. 

The  Church  of  Jesus  it  not  buih  on 
earftily  leadership  but  on  heavenly 


leadership.  God  will  provide  leaders  . 
who  will  come  and  eventually  go,  vdio 
will  serve  His  people  and  serve  Him 
with  glory.  We  must  not  be  stymied, 
froaen,  or  stuck  simply  because  a 
leader  changea  in  our  dnirdL  We  can 
eddnate  those  leaders  who  God  haa 
tent  to  os  through  die  yeara,  bift  we 
wfD  also  confidmitly  trust  lum  as  we 
mote  throwh  that  moment  and  inove 
lolD  the  viMo  He  has  for  our  ftRuie. 
DonT  get  muck  at  the  Winkfaig  caution 
U^oflife. 

Amotfeernme  uf  tfeons  camtiosi 
Mgkts  may  ke  St  Hie  pufat  of  a  lull 
in  e  ckurch’s  growth  or  activities 
or  financial  support.  Immediate^ 
the  naysayers  wifi  say,  *Oh,  die  good 
times  are  all  in  the  pak  and  there's 
very  little  future  left  for  us.*  Not  so.  It 
can  be  that  way  and  you  can  ait  at  the 
caution  light  afi  day,  ah  decade,  all  life 
if  you  want  to,  but  simply  pause  and 
look  at  die  situation.  See  what  God  has 
done  for  you  and  what  He  promises  He 
will  do  for  yon.  Don't  miss  die  bless¬ 
ings  ahesd  by  just  sitting  at  the  Wink¬ 
ing  light. 


A  third  cuntlon  Upht  ndhkt  ke  a 
IndL  of  confidence.  Isay  confidence, 
meaning  feith  in  God.  Thm  will  always 
be  those  things  that  we  come  upon 
that  we  do  not  see  how  in  diis  world 
or  the  world  to  come  we  could  ever  get 
throudi  it,  escept  for  die  power  and 
puce  of  lt%  like  Israel  in  the  Old 
Testament.  Moses  led  them  from  Egyp¬ 
tian  bondage  aH  the  vray  across  tfaeto- 
srt  to  Kadesh  Barnet  aM  there  before 
tb^m  was  the  Promise  Land.  Did  they 
go  Iq?  No.  No,  they  didn't  because  there 
was  a  caution  li^  diere.  The  Winking 
arrow  was  pointing  die  wey  but  diey 
ignored  the  oppoitimity  and  diose  to 
iSten  to  the  feitWess  spies'  report  that 
said  they  could  not  take  this  land.  There 
ate  giants  over  there.  There  are  good 
things,  sure^^^  there  are  so  many  bad 
things  we  stay  where  we  are. 

Now  I  know  it  wasn't  something 
wrong  with  the  future;  something  was 
wrong  widi  their  feith.  God  wanted 
them  to  trust  Him.  He  had  promised 
the  land  to  diem.  He  had  brought  them 
that  fru.  He  wanted  them  to  move  for¬ 
ward  and  th^  wouldn't  do  ft.  Have  you 
in  your  own  pcraonal  life  and  mgybe  in 
your  coipotale  life  as  a  believer  with 
odim  bmvers  to  your  church  hud 
thoae  inomenis  ofiuck  of  confidence 
and  fWth  to  God  dmt  you  couldnt  even 
inu^ne  movtog  forward?  Ton  need  to 
wy^^Ood,  vm'ie  foOowiiigToa.*  The 
fdim  is  to  God's  hunda.  Tile  brightness 
o£  the  future  for  God's  people  is  to  aey, 
*We  believe  Too.  We  follow  Yoi. 

We  are  focueed  00  Too.”  For  land, 
there  would  be  ^  barren  yeus  come 
and  no  until  finally  a  ueneration  of 
peo]^  aroae  who  saio,  *Go(L  we  believe 
You.  We  win  go  into  the  land.*  Sure,  aH 
arouiid  us  every  d^  in  so  numy  ways 
we  are  constant^  racing  the  caution 
hKnkii^  lights  tnat  ccune  before  us.  God 
says,  where  you  are.  See  where 
I  want  you  to  be.  Now  go  ahead  and 
move  forward.  Dont  gd  stuck  on  stop." 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at  d&- 
roctum$^mbcbMrg. 


tWHC  PWBGG  EWH  MSCT  FBI  XCEV 
EWHD  VC  WSP  NSTWE  WBCO,  LVDH,  IH 
FGHFPHO  VR  DI  RBEWHN,  SCWHNSE 


EWH  MSCTOVD  ZNHZBNHO  RVN  IVX 


SOUTH  NETTLETON  CHUfICH,  NETTLETON;  Homsooming  2018;  Bryan  Burge,  speaker 
Services  were  foNowed  by  kmch  and  afternoon  siogir>g  with  the  Master's  Quartet. 


fe  Shuquaiak  Church, 
Shuqualak:  Revival,  June  24 
-  2r,  Sun.,  11  sjn.,  foQofwed 
by  lunch  and  2  p.m.  after¬ 
noon  service;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7 
pm.;  Russell  Mord,  speaker; 
Steve  aixl  Becky  Carver,  mu¬ 
sk;  Larry  W.  Yarber,  pastor. 
^  Hehrofi  Church,  Grena¬ 
da:  Homecoming,  June  24, 
10  ajn.,  followed  by  pothick 


liuich;  Howard  Beam,  speak¬ 
er;  Wesley  Dsvk,  musk. 

Unity  Church,  MoseMe: 
40th  hootocoming,  June  24; 
Sunday  Sdiool,  9:30  son.; 
worship,  10:30  sju.,  foDowad 
by  dinner  on  the  ground; 
AIck  Hodge,  speak^,  Ron 
Swindali,  interim  pastor. 

^  Pilgrim  flset  Church, 
Ethel:  Homecoming  and  re¬ 


vival,  June  24  -  27;  Sun-,  ser¬ 
vice,  11  a.m.,  followed  by  fel¬ 
lowship  meal;  Sun.,  -  Wed., 
7  pm 

^  Mere  HHI  Church,  Petal: 
95tb  amiiveraary  homecom¬ 
ing,  July  8;  Sunday  School, 
9  ajn.;  worship,  10  a.m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  dmner,  apeekl  mu¬ 
sk,  and  aharvBB  U  Brown, 
speaker;  Cmift  iiufir,  pastor. 


RNVD  EWH  RVXCOBESVC  VR  EWH 
YVNGO 

Clue:  M  »K 

Htwefun  with  cri/pioeraphy  and  exBTcim  your  Bi^ 
knowledge,  A  Kina  Jamas  Verskm  BQde  mrm  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  ktter  substitution,  Thesamsktterisstdjetkuted 
throughout  the  pUMsk.  Sohe  by  trial  and  error,  Anmverto 
last  wesk*$piussk:Bsekiel»o:go 

•jr  Owriet  Hvx  If32>20e4. 0  200S 
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Vltat  I  tei  youhthe  daricness,  sf^k  in  the  light  and  whatj^ 


ear.  pnociaim  upon  the 


SENIOR  ADULT  MINISTERS’  RETREAT 

MONDAY,  AUGUST  13,  2018 
8:30  A.M.- 2:30  RM. 

RISING  SON  RETREAT  CENTER 
444  LAKE  ROAD 
FRENCH  CAMP,  MS  39745 

-  KEYNOTE  SPEAKERS  ~ 

Tommy  Gillon,  Fairvlvw  Baptist  Church,  Columbus 
Stan  Waatherford,  Copiah  Baptist  Association 

$25  REGISTRATION  FEE  DUE  BY  AUGUST  6 
OPEN  TO  ANYONE  WHO  MINISTERS  TO  SENIOR  ADULTS 


To  register,  visit  www.mbcb.org/senior-adult-ministry.  For  questions,  contact  Discipleship/Fami 

at  601-292-3284  or  e-mail  tpre8son@mbcb.Ofg. 
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CHURCH 


MISSISSIPPI- 
MISSIONS  fms 
MOBILIZATION 


C9¥IHCTtlte  •  GOSPEL  •  heiutiomshTps 

_ 

Main  an  atarnal  invartmant  wHh  your 
2018  VBS  liirrioni.  Offaring.  •  „ 

Missions  Mobilization  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Gxivention 
Board  invites  you  to  participate  in  the  Home  Building  Protect 
in  Malaysia.  For  the  8th  year  in  a  row,  we  are  collectirtg  VBS 
offerings  to  build  longhouses  in  Malaysia.  Please  consider 
settirrg  a  goal  for  your  VBS  to  collect  $1,400  to  provide  a 
home  for  a  family  in  Malaysia.  The  offerings  received  will 
purchase  the  buildirrg  materials.  Mtsskxrs  Mobilization  will 
serfo  the  volunteer  corrstruction  teams  to  provide  the  tebor, 
alor>gside  the  Malayuan  families.  In  the  past  six  years  608 
decisions  have  been  made  for  Christ  and  371  homes  have 
been  built 

VWt  httpK/Zliniyuricoiii^MSLongfiouM  for  promo  mat*' 
rials.  Contact  MItsiont  MobMsation  at  601>292-3398  or 
cftHiiirrOmbcb.org  for  more  information. 


THE  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  FOUNDATION 

On  your  mark... 

Get  set... 


Need  help  with 
cemetery  upkeep?  r 

Contact  us 
to  learn  how  other 
Mississippi  Baptist  churches 
are  utilizing  endowed  funds 
for  cemetery  maintenance. 

Call  the  Foundation  at  601.292.3210 
or  e-mail  uS  at 
foundation@mbcb.org 
to  find  out  how  we  can  serve  you. 


•  m 


Small  Church 
Youth  Ministry 
Workshops 

GKK)  pjTL  >  8'w45  pjn. 
Supp«r  It  Mrv«d  at  6:00  pm 


Septambar  13. 2018 
Naw  Palattina  Baptist  Church 
2336  Palattina  Rd. 
Picayuna,  MS  39466 

Octobar  25. 2018 
Foratt  Baptist  Church 
439  List  St 
Foratt  MS  39074 


Novantwr  6. 20l|g^.. 
First  Baj^  Church  ipll^ 
520YtFoxAvai 
Eupora.  MS  39744 

Novacnbar  8. 2018 
HHlcratt  Baptist  Church 
5950  Tarry  Rd 
Byram,  MS  39272 

For  quMtiom.  contact 
Oitciplaship  i  Famiy  Ministry  at 
tpranon^mbcb/ir^  « 

To  raglstar.  visit 

wwwdnyurLconVTOMSmallChiirch. 


SAVE  THE  DATE! 

Ministry  Assistants  Profassional 
Training  Coursa  and  Skillshops 

Skillshops  offered  this  year: 

Designing  Professional  Publications  and 
Office  Management 

September  11-13, 2018 
Garaywa  Camp  and  Conferertce  Center 

Register  today  at: 

tinyurt.com/MA'nralnlng-Skillehope201 8 

Contact  Paator/Leadanhip  Davatopment  at  vclary9mbcb.oig 
or  cat  601-292-3305  lor  mora  MoanaUon. 


m 
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New  SBC  president  Greear  calls  for  unity 


DALLAS  (BP)  -  After  a  Soadi- 
em  Coovention  (SBC) 

election  many  obaervera  believe 
wM  iHvotal,  prendential  victor 
J.D.  Gnmr  atrock  a  concSia- 
tory  tMM  dorini  a  pieaa  con- 
ference  June  12  m  responae  to 
queationa  about  wbemer  faia 
presidency  aignals  a  aea  cfaa^. 

Greear,  pastor  of  Tbt 
Summit  Church  in  Raleigb- 
Durham,  N.C.,  was  dected 
SBC  president  only  hours 
before,  recetviim  more  than 
two-thkda  of  m  vote.  Ken 
Hemnhill,  former  president  of 
Soutaweatem  Seminaiy  and 
administrator  at  North  Green¬ 
ville  University  in  South  Caro¬ 
lina,  was  also  nominated  for 
die  convention's  top  office. 

In  his  openina  remarki, 
Greear  reaffinned  am  priocitieB 
that  he  outlined  vdaen  hia  can¬ 
didacy  was  announced  earlier 
this  year  Gospel  focus,  dher- 
sity,  pranmiBani.  church 
ins,  ooDei^  minist^,  and  cn- 

S^coownSvei^^^  ^ 

boffiss  the  cfaanaiM  fooe  of  the 
SBCL  Greear  said^  ^fhat  1  don^ 
think  tibis  [dectionj  repcesenta 
is  a  pasains  of  the  baton  where 


older  generation  fodes  off 
into  the  sunset  and  the  new, 
young  generation  ia  in  chmge. 
We  walk  forward  together.* 

He  extended  minidly  gee- 
tures  to  Hemphill  ana  mes¬ 
sengers  who  supported  Hemp- 
hffl.  *Ken  Hemp^  has  heai 
a  friend  foe  a  long  tune.  He's 
a  godly  man...  He  would  Imve 
been  a  frne  leader  of  the  Soudi- 
em  Baptist  Conventioo.* 

He  added,  *1  hope  the  31% 
who  voted  for  Ken...  would  see  1 
want  to  be  a  president  that  goes 
forward  with  them,  because 
they  are  a  neoessaiy  part  of  the 
bo^  of  Christ” 

(^sear's  odl  for  oooperatioa 
also  reached  across  hnes  of  gen¬ 
der  and  ethnkfty.  He  deaciS^ 
cfioits  toward  areater 


Need  a 

liMIs  said.  *1  .Mil  flu  liiilil  «d  flu  \'n|  Id. 
W  li  t<dl<>\\s  lilt  uill  iiol  walk 

in  daikiiisN  lull  will  lia\'  flu 
L.h  .1  lit.  .  lohn  N  1: 

'^mipl-  *^11.11  flu  “  IImw  iiu:  |)i  a  I 

‘  .  Il  I  '  !  Ml  -  Ull  MW  II  W  tii  th 


I  I  Mid  I  .idinil  i  hat  I  lu  1  il  \  mii  . 

I  h.i\  i  vMiiii  d.  I 
1.  I  w.Mii  Itii  i:i\ eiieN"  Imi  ni\  siiiN 
and  II  I  t  doiii  frniii  c  lenial 
dt‘af  II .  1  re|u  III . 

I  I  rlie\t  II  siis  #lifd  and  rosi 
liMin  the  uia%e  lo  rori:i\e  ni>  siii'^ 
and  lo  restore  ni\  ri  lalionslii|) 
>ulh  \ on.  <1  helie^ e  in  .lestis. 
4.  Il>  faifh.  I  iinile  leMis  C  hi  isl 
into  ni\  liti  .  I  roiii  this  time  on. 
I  >Ktnl  to  liM  in  a  Imiiii!  i  elatioiiship 
with  Him  <1  reiei\e  (  hrisi  as 
m\  ^a\  ior  and  I  ord. 


"But  as  III  a  II  \  a"  ii  1 1  in  .  d  him.  Im  iht  hi  lie  ’.^ax  i 
the  nulil  lo  lieeMiiit*  tliildreiiMl  tiod.t  xt  ii  Im 
Ihost  iiM  heliex  e  Ml  his  name.'*  *  loliii  I ;  I  2  • 
It  X  MU  make  a  dee  ism  a  tor  <  hi  is|  hitlax .  i  miiI  at  t  a 
Imi  at  NMiitht  i  n  Baptist  t  him  It  lor  '.piritiial  iiiiidaiu  e. 


"What  I  don't  think  this 
[election]  tepiesenls  is 
a  passing  of  the  baton 
NMheie  the  oldar 
generation  fades  off 
irto  the  sunset  and  the 
new,  young  generation  is 
in  charge.  Ws  walk 
forward  tog<ither.' 

J.D.  Oreser 


NiO  f  HI  «s 
li  XI  MSI 
(  OSX  I  XIION 


Sim  imi  kN 


as  a  *rao6gnitioii  diat  if  •  some- ' 
thing  we  desperale^  need  in 
the  days  to  oouie,*  rather  than 
a  mere  *act  of  gsnerodly*  by 
dkoae  already  k  seals  of  power. 

his  MMneat 
withHwBapt&Mdimidlfca- 
safs  (2000 j  on  the  rofe  of  men 
aiu  women  in  the  hoam  and 
fbawrix  (Smear  said  he  wants 
oooventfoo  offices  and  agencies 
to  be  *a  place  where  women  sit 


at  the  seats  of  influoMe.  ...There 
are  perspectives  thiit  women 
bring  to  the  conversation  diat 
men  are  not  always  aware  oi, 
because  tl^  donT  have  the 
same  experienoes.” 

When  asked  abuft  plans 
to  help  women  fed  wdoome, 
heard,  valued,  and  safe  hi 
Southern  Baptist  dnrehes  in 
Ikfat  of  recent  navs  stories 


NEW  BBCSIOENT  —  On  tha  hods  ol  an  daction  many  SooBi- 
am  Baptists  baliava  wu  pwoiaL  J  J).  Giaaar  struck  a  oancamory 
tona  durino  a  pram  confaranoa  Juna  12  at  Bia  Somham  Baulin 
Cofwsniion's  annud  maatinq.  (BP  photo) 


sault,  Greear  dMuqpedChrisdan 
foadsn  to  begin  strengthening 
their  policim  and  praS^ 

*We  have  to  be  mie  places 
for  women  to  report  abuae.  We 
have  to  be  very  quick  —  and  by 
quidt  I  mean  immediate  —  in 
reporting  the  proper  thingB 
to  autboritie&*  Greear  said. 
•There  is  an  education  problem 
in  Southern  Baptist  diurdies,  I 
think,  because  not  eveiyone  un¬ 
derstands  the  laws.” 

Calls  for  a  convention-wide 
database  to  track  sexual  abus¬ 
ers  have  risen  recently,  coming 
frtxn  both  Inside  and  outside 
the  SBC  Asked  to  comment 
on  a  messenger’s  motion  ear¬ 
lier  in  the  diy  to  explore  the 
feasibility  of  s  database,  Gree¬ 
ar  acknowledged  that  sudi 


initisrivf  B  me  dtfBwtir  ainfe 
Soolhem  Baptist  chiiraeB  are 
autonomoiis  and  not  imder  di¬ 
rection  of  SBC  leadenUp. 

He  described  oonvenrion 
leaders,  induding  hfatfrif,  as 
Very  open  to  a  greater  trans¬ 
parency  that  prioritiies  the 
safety  of  the  viedm.” 

Greear  alao  fielded  questions 
about  the  role  of  state  conven- 
tioas  in  Southern  Baptist  life 
and  dedining  baptkm  rates 
acromtbeSBC. 

He  expressed  appreciation 
for  the  Baptist  State  Convention 
of  North  Carohna,  his  home 


state,  and  praised  die  *long 
lamcy*  of  church  planting  and 
offier  vital  ministrtes  provided 
by  state  conventions. 

Greear  affirmed  the  need 
for  all  ministries  to  conduct 


remdar  reviews  of  btatoNs 
aito  othsr  leaoarai  to  amAse 
their  effisctivcoeai,  bmdSd 
that  dffis  for  such  poBciea  me 
Tiostile*  to  state  oonveatioas. 
Instead,  he  demribed  them  aa 
standard  practiee. 

*Eveiy  few  years  we  have  to 
ask,  '^Altefs  the  bete  wgy  to  oo- 
opersteT  What  are  things  we  ffid 
lOO  yean  ago,  or  so  yean  ago, 
that  are  no  longer  as  efiective?* 

On  dedining  baptism  rates, 
he  said  the  numbers  indicate 
*a  lot  of  unhealthy  and  sick 
churches*  and  that  SBC  leaden 
can  *diampioD*  and  provide  le- 
aouroes  for  evangelism. 

•We're  praying  for  paatora 
and  members,  for  the  spirit  of 
God  to  move  them  to  De  the 
church  that  we  need  in  our 
generation.* 
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Ibe  Nocth  American  MMoo  profeasiooa  of  fnth,  inrfiidmg 
Board  (NAME)  report  inchided  2^9  at  the  June  10  Harvest 
presentrtioQotareportlyadii^  America  ciuiade  with  evangehst 
cmie-maldngtaakfiocoeqipc^-  GrK  Laurie, 
ed  two  years  am  by  NAW  and  ■  Gaines,  in  his  oresidential 
lifeWayOiiistMn  Resources.  addieas,  encouragea  Southern 

In  adcfitkm,  NABiB  Presi-  Baptists  to  renew  dieirbti^  in 
dent  Kevin  Ez^  reported  that  the  supernatural  God.  *X}o(f8SU- 
the  boarcfs  church  plants  are  pematural  power  is  greater  than 
healthy  and  efiective  overall  uxy  problem  Southm  Biq;Rists 
with  plants  67  percent  ahead  ha^^  Stop  about  how 

of  estaWished  churches  in  their  bia  your  proUem  is'and  start 
attendanoe-to-bapdsm  ratio.  taikinR  about  how  big  your  God 

is,’'GmneB88id. 

In  nflinr _  •  SBC  executive  com- 

m  uinvf  HlPWa  mittee  contiinied  to  promote 

■  Southern  Baptists  me-  a  partnership  with  personal  fi* 
monahxed  the  mam  shooth^  nance  author  and  speaker  Dave 
last  summer  at  First  Churcn  Ramsey  to  hdp  teach  bdievers 
in  Sutheriand  Smings,  Tens,  principles  of  mblical  steward^ 
that  left  26  worship  attendees  ship.  Ramsey  addressed  the 
dead.  First  Church  pastor  Frank  SBC  annual  meetmg  June  12 
Pomeroy  spoke  at  me  June  10-  and  participated  in  the  presi> 
u  SBC  Pastors*  Confoenoe,  and  dept*s  pand  on  stewardship 
his  wife  Sherri  addressed  die  June  13. 

June  u  Pastors’  Wives  Confer-  ■  Interim  SBC  executive 
enoe.  The  Pomeroys  also  ap-  committee  preskfent  D.  August 
peered  at  NAME’S  June  u  SeM  Boto  reported  that  despite  nu- 
Luncheon.  merous  indicators  of  health  in 

■  An  evaagdism  task  force  the  SBC,  there  areabo  causes  for 
appointed  last  year  bfy  outgo-  concern.  A  *sim{Me’^  remedy  that 

SBC  President  Steve  Gaines  would  yield  "gimmtic*  increases 
presented  a  report  diat  included  in  Cooperadve  Program  receipts 
eig^  recommendations  to  help  and  anjUa  won  to  Christ  womd 
Southern  Bapdsts  at  all  levels  of  be  for  every  Southern  Baptist  to 
convention  hfe  become  more  ef-  witness  and  dthe,  he  said, 
fecdve  in  evangelism.  ■  Texas  Gov.  G^  Abbott 

■  Ihe  38  resoludoDs  sub-  greeted  annual  meeting  attend- 
mitted  to  the  Resohitioiis  Com-  ees,  thanking  Soudiem  Baptists 
mittee  marked  die  highest  total  for  their  prayers  and  support 
since  1097.  The  16  resohidons  following  a  shootma  at  Sante  PSe 
adapted  by  the  oomaendon  ad-  (Texas)  Sdxxx  last  month, 
dressed  sexual  purity  among  Hurricane  Harvey  last  year,  and 
Christian  leaders,  gun  violence,  the  Sutherland  Springs  ^oot- 
and  the  proper  use  of  social  me-  ings  massacre  in  h^  2017. 

dia  among  odier  topics.  ■  Recording  Secretary  John 

M  The  Orossover  evangriism  Yeate  arid  Regtebadon  Secretary 
emphasis  preceding  the  annual  DonCurrencebolhwereredect- 
nieking  yidded  1  record  4,229  edwidiout  opposition. 
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and  messenger  questions. 

Among  toe  accusations  that 
led  to  Patterson’s  dismissal  were 
comments  he  made  over  the 
years  idiout  women  that  were 
deemed  oftensive  bV  some  ob¬ 
servers,  and  how  he  handled 
reports  of  alleged  rapes  vdille 
president  of  Soudieastem  Semi¬ 
nary  in  Wake  Forest,  N.C,  and 
later  at  Southwestern  Seminarv. 

Some  messeitgers  ai^iareiil^ 
firit  the  trustee  executive  commit¬ 
tee  overstepped  its  bounds  in  fir^ 
ing  Patterson.  FoOowing  debate 
on  the  convention  (Ioot,  mes- 
sen|m  defeated  a  motion  that 
would  have  removed  aD  trustee 
executive  committee  members 
from  the  board  immediately. 

A  separate  motion  was  re¬ 
ferred  for  action  to  Southwest¬ 
ern  Seminary,  asking  that  the 
fun  trustee  board  reconsider 
Patterson’s  firing. 

Some  messengers  also  ap- 
^rently  felt  the  trustee  execu¬ 
tive  committee  overstepped  its 
bounds.  Following  debate  on  the 
^invention  floor,  messengers 
iefeated  a  motion  that  would 
bave  removed  aD  trustee  execu¬ 
tive  committee  members  from 
the  board  immediately. 

A  separate  motion  was  re¬ 
ferred  to  Southwestern  Semi- 
r^uy  asking  the  fiiU  board  to  re- 
conander  Patterson’s  firing. 

PattenoQ  vohintarily  stepped 
dcwnfrom  hfepcvdoutesr-aaied- 
uled  commitment  to  preach  the 
x>nvention  sermon  at  the  DaDas 
meeting.  Kie  Bowman,  a  South¬ 
western  Semina^  trustee  vdio 
does  not  curra^  serve  on  the 
executive  committee,  was  select¬ 
ed  at  last  year’s  convention  to  be 
dte  alternate  convention  preach¬ 
er  for  this  year,  and  he  ddivered 
the  convention  sermon  tetter 
Patterson  withdrew. 

Meanwhile,  interim  South¬ 
western  Seminary  prerident  Jef¬ 
frey  Bingham  tola  messengers 
during  his  report  to  messengers 
that  hts  priority  is  to  "create  a 
^  environment  and  a  cam¬ 
pus  culture  that  protects  and 
^ares  fiir  the  victims  of  abuse.* 
^  also  expressed  confidence  in 
the  seminary’s  trustee  executive 
ximmittee. 


SBC  OFFtCEM  —  J.D.  Greear  (center),  pastor  of  The  Sum¬ 
mit  Church  in  Durham.  N.C..  and  new  president  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convenlioa  will  lead  with  a  diverse  slate  of  officers  indud- 
ino  (feft  to  right)  John  Yeats,  SMBCufive  director  of  the  Missouri 
Baptist  Convention,  recording  secretary;  Felix  Cabrera,  pastor  of 
Iglaeia  Bautista  Central  in  Oklahoma  Cdy.  second  vice  preskJant; 
A.B.  Vines,  pastor  of  New  Seasons  Church  in  San  Diego,  first  vice 
president  and  Don  Currenoe.  minister  of  children  and  administra¬ 
tion  at  First  Church,  Ozark.  Mo.,  registration  secretary.  (BP  photo) 

authority  for  a  woman  to  serve  Two  actions  by  messengers 
as  SBC  presideDt  '  dealt  with  ERLC.  A  motion  was 

AD  SIX  SBC  semina^r  presi.  defeated  that  would  have  defiind- 
dents  addressed  the  issue  of  ed  ERLC  by  shifting  its  portion  of 
sexual  abuse  and  misaHiduct  the  2018-19  Cbopemve  Program 
during  their  r^its.  Allocation  Buc^  to  the  Intema- 

Two  seminaxy  presidents,  tional  Mission  Board. 

Chuck  KeDey  of  New  Orleans  Later,  ERLC  trustee  chauTOUi 
Seminaiv  and  R.  Albert  Mohler  lYevcr  Atwood,  lead  pastor  of 
Jr.  of  Southern  Semii^  in  (3tyCfauichinMuifeeejxHO,'ni., 
LouisviHe  Ky.,  said  the  institu-  moved  that  the  Committee  on 
tions  they  leM  believe  the  Bible’s  Nominations’  report  be  amended 
teaching  on  gender  precludes  to  grant  a  second  term  to  trustee 
women  from  service  in  some  Dan  Anderson,  pastor  of  Prahie 
faculty  roles,  but  added  women  HiDs  Soutiiern  (juirch  in  Auaus- 
do  hw  teaching  and  adminis-  ta,  Kn.,  which  the  committee  Tiad 
trative  roles  at  b^  seminaries.  raoposedtodenyMm. 


- -  vwxxnaniendnDcnt  before  adopt- 

cm.1#  fgpon  Ing  ^  committee  on  Nbmina- 

During  tile  Ethics  ft  Rehmous  tioasrepoft 
liberty  Commission  (EkLQ 
report,  ERLC  Presideot  Russra  iRMiiaiABgR 
Moore  announced  the  ERLC  wiD 

partner  with  lifeWay  Research,  At  a  T  jesday  evening  oommis- 

a  survey  subdivision  of  life-  sfonfog  service^  tiie 
Way  Clinstian  Resources  of  tiie  Mission  Board  (IMB)  sent  out  79 
Southern  Baptist  (Convention  in  newmissiooariesimdledmesKD- 
NasfaviDe,  to  conduct  a  study  on 
the  extent  of  abuse  in  diurcoes. 

Beyond  the  convention  floor, 
a  Mmd  discussion  in  the  exhibit 
haD  considered  "sexual  abuse 
in  the  diurch,”  and  the  ERLC 
sponsored  another  panel  dis- 
cussion  on  (jospel  sexuaDty  in  a 
#MeToo  culture. 


CYPWttl  SHORE!  BAPnST  CNURCH  CHURCH  BUS  FOR  BALE  M  COLLJNB 
•  BeBONOAIiMrFTBKYOUTHRMB-  MB.  A  2003  RiiS  @60  Mptr  DiSy.  33 
TER.PlMM«ncli4aaii*toCWfSMSkavt  oaMangw,  dM.  46.122  mSw.  Cttiaoi- 
B|plft43Z7HlgelmR08AMAi,AMm  StTMtormoftMoiiiMBon. 

PASTORAL  RETREAT  AT  SH^WM  RIOAN  0ESK3N.  FABRK:A110n!^PA^ 
HOUSE,  alum  of  fa  otfauryootonMhoim  HHrtiSaigiliiinid|foii  com  or  cal  wA  601- 
OlulfoowlSbaaiillMaow  inBiySprtnsa.  463-7S6a  or  cal  alH-616-1380 
M8^  fWlKt  onWoof^  tor  ml.  prayar.  Nomi  booKBBRNNO  COMPANY  MC 
OLD  BMLEB  REBOUND.  Alw.  ctiufch 
Mins  aM  inmalr  For  nam  Monn^ 

662  463-7^  Of  Ml  mat  662-456-6743 
HOPfCR  BTABIEO  OLASS;  OMom 
«Mom,  fMloraioo  iM  lapilrt.  tafs^ 
inouimtf  gim.  ootom  Oumlmirii  and  wood 
framas.  Saiswids  601-502-0202,  warn. 


work  of  mMooaiieB  on  tiie  field 
ratiier  than  the  board's  search 
for  hfe  successor  as  he  transtions 
badi  to  kxsl  church  nunfetzy. 


InfflMMy  Cal  Jiff  and  Saly  Slwrwln  at 
601-47D-/3S6  tor  mom  totormAw. 

PULPfT  SUPfY  AVAIA8LE:  Rttoad 


pidpi  suppH,  100  miM  radiui  of  Liwif.  bKI 
Contact  N  601-361-3410  or  601-410-5803 
QATUNBURO  RENTAL  CMIn  $06/ 
nigM.  Contact  832-  022-  0401  or  EmNfc 
pdKp4760BM!  not  tor  mformaNon  and 

2BORMf2BATH  CABIN.  Cal  4  Al  sinqi  lfe2.  CM  foO^SOS-^ 

201  866  4460  or  EmM  pdlw4760Balinil  WWW.SEBRENHOMEIRPROVEMENT. 
tormomditMiindintonnalion  *'■”•**  Dw  A  Wta  Sabiin 

RBIDOW  AND  SCREEN  SHOP.  wMcmb  jiNWWnaiM. 


Women’s  issues 

On  the  heels  of  the  Patterson 
ssue  and  numerous  other  com- 
ilaints  about  the  treatment  of 
vomen  Iw  the  SBC,  two  resohi- 
ions  addressed  the  dignity  and 
protection  of  women.  One  reso- 
dtton  was  "on  the  digitity  and 
vorth  of  women  on  the  one  him- 
iredth  anniversaiy  of  women 
IS  messengers  to  the  Southern 
Baptist  (Convention.”  The  other 
remlution  deah  with  abuse. 

.  Two  motions  on  protecting 
churches  feom  sexual  predators 
were  referred  for  actm  to  tiie 
SBC  executive  couimittee,  as 
was  a  motion  asking  the  encu- 
dve  oooimittoe  to  stiidy  biblical 


Plui nm iNindow acfMfw ato memn Md  - 

scriint  Cal  Tom  Com  601-706-4679  bShuDoSa’  * 

AFFOROABU  BEACHSlOE  VACATION  _  >  . 

CONOOB:  OULF  SHORES  A  ORANOE 
BEACH.  AL.  Hard  dMcl  from  ChrtoMn 
Fafi%0«im.hNiMlprto«os8iiBiacA. 
wwwgufehoraaarKtoixom.  251-656- 

1-^641-6196  9  vWwwwIWiwrlrmran-  unimporMl  CoNKt  Mm  a  601-fo646b6 
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Established  •  2  Samuel  7:8-21 


In  the  $vfgiestcd  memory  vcwc  for  . .  .*  Matth^  ui  (CSB),  help  explain 
today's  Bible  lesson,  God  sends  this  2  Samuel  yii^’s  (C8£)  prom&:  !Toiir 
me8sa|;e  to  King  Itavid  Ipr  Nathan  His  house  •nd  kingdom  will  endure  before 
prophet:  “I  have  been  with  3WI  wher-  me  forever,  and  your  throne  will  be 
ever  you  have  gone,  and  I  have  de-  establuhed  forever.* 
strojm  aU  your  enemies  before  you.  Do  these  questfons  I  have  asked 
I  win  make  a  great  name  for  you  like  cause  you  to  feel  that  today's  focal 
that  of  the  greatest  on  the  earth/  2  passage  deals  with  very  important 
Samuel  7:9  (CSB).  Do  yo-i  feel  like  Bibli<^  truths?  Truths  of  great  eter- 
God  is  with  you  vdiere  ever  you  go?  nal  significance?  Truths  of  eternal  sig- 
When  God  is  with  you,  are  you  certain  nificance  to  you  personaDy? 

He  is  on  your  side?  As  you  study  the  Verse  8  has  Nathan  telling  God's 

Biblical  material  for  today's  lesson,  servant  Da> 

contem|date  strongly  on  the  Question,  vid:  This 

am  I  on  the  same  side  of  God  in  life?  is  what  a 

This  lesson  fiom  the  7th  chapter  of  2  the  LORD  Mi.  > 

Samuel  deals  with  important  etemal  of  Armies 

questions:  says:  I  took  CX 

1.  Does  verse  16  really  mean  that  you  from 

King  David's  house  and  kingdom  win  the  nas- 
endure  forever?  ture,  from 

2.  Who  is  on  David's  throne  today,  ten^Ung  the 

June  24,  2018?  flock,  to  be 

3.  when  David  wrote  in  the  22rd  ruler  over 

Psafan  *The  Lord  is  my  Shepherd,  I  my  people  Israel.*  Tending  sheep  left 


Why  Did  Jesus  Come? 


Last  week  we  examined  the  account  God  spoke  through  2Sechariah,  de- 
of  sin  entering  the  world  and  God  es-  daring  tne  purpose  of  John  and  Jesus' 
tablishing  the  Law  as  a  standard  by  births.  Man's  enemies  are  sin  and  the 
which  man  was  to  live;  but  no  one  death  that  it  brings  (Romans  3:2^; 
could  completely  live  im^to  the  Law.  6:23)  Jesus  had  come  to  defeat  sm 
God  promised  to  send  a  Savior  to  deliv-  and  death.  Those  who  accept  Jesus  as 
er  man  from  his  sins  and  provide  a  way  the  bringer  of  the  New  Covenant  de- 
of  salvation,  a  New  Covenant  (Luke  feat  the  world  rather  than  the  world 
22:20;  Hebrews  10:16).  This  we^  we  defeating  them:  *For  evenr  child  of 
wfl]  study  the  prbphe^  of  Zechariah,  God  defeats  this  evil  world..*  I  John 
following  the  buth  of  his  son,  John  the  5^4*5  (NLT). 

Baptist.  John  was  the  forerunner  of 

the  One  sent  to  establish  the  New  Cov-  Lake  1:72-75.  Jeans  Christ 

enant  and  free  man  from  defeat  and  came  to  redeem  us  from  fear, 
fear  and  sin.  '  Zechari-  _ _ 

There  are  maoy  ideas  set  forth  con-  ah  declares 
oeming  the  Lord  Jesus  Chrisf  s  identity  that  *We 
and  purpose.  There  are  many  prescrip-  have  been 

tioos  for  bow  to  rid  ourselves  ot  sin  and  rescued  f  o 

guflt  Jesus  was  sent  as  the  answer  to  from  our 

a  broken  relatioaihip  with  God.  Jesus  enemies  so  Banmsi 

proclaimed  that  He  is  flie  only  way  to  that  we  can 
establiahaiclatk«iBhipwifli(fod.(J^  serve  God 
14-*6)  Jesus  came  to  redeem  us  from  de-  without  |[|||||||Pt 
feat,  fear  and  sin.  fear,  in  ho¬ 

liness  •■A 

Luka  iiM-71.  Jeans  Christ  came  riahteousasss  for  as  long  ss  we  live.* 
to  redeem  m  from  defeat.  (Vs.  73-75)  Once  we  have  sccepted 

la  these  vereee  Zecfasiish  Jesus  ss  the  oofr  wav  to  be  muted 

that  God  *..Jiia  visited  md  redeemed  his  with  the  Father  (me  New  Covenant), 
peoplB..a  adihty  akrior  from  the  royri  God's  Holy  Spfrit  indwefe  A  Be- 
W  of  .. JMrid..Just  as  He  pread^  liever  does  not  n^  to  be  afraid  (t 
throng  Hkhofrptophem.Jfow  we  win  Timothy  1.7);  (3od  has  cast  out  fear 
be  mved  from  our  samdssmd  from  al  (IJolui4:iB)- 
who  hate  m.*LriDei.<68-7i  (NLT)  Fear  cm  paralyse  Believers.  Fear 


can  motivate  Believers  to  set  with-  prophet  of  the  Most  High*  (vs.  76), 
out  thr  guidsDce  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  ZechsrUh  prophesies  that  John  wil] 
Throughout  Scripture,  God  repeatedly  tell  people  *...how  to  find  salvation 
commands  us,  *Do  not  be  afraid.”  Je-  through  forgiveness  of  their  sins.* 
sus^dthesewordsmsnytimes/Iam  Vs.  77  (NLTT Repeatedly  John's  ser- 
feavingjrou  with  s  gift  —  peace  of  mind  mon  would  be  *Repent  of  your  sins... 
siri  heart.  ^  the  peace  I  give  Is  s  for  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  U  near.* 
gift  ^  world^i^  So  dem^  jfe  Matthew  3:2  (NLT)  Jesus  called  sU  to 
froubled  or  sfraijl  J^n  (NLT)  repent  (Mstth^  4:17;  12:41;  21:32). 
Paul  wrote  to  ^  The  Dtsctples  preikdied  repentance 

not  given  a  spirit  of  fear  and  timid-  (Mark  6*1^ 

f[~^;  to  call  thoae  who  knew  were  ain- 

never  has  access  ta  the  Pow»  of  G^  needed  to  repent  Luke  5:32 

(NLT).  Jesus  lived  a  sCires  life,  gave 
^  Himself  on  the  cross,  and  rose  from 

within  death  that  man  might  have  everlast- 

God  wmntm  ^  purchased  with  Je¬ 

na  to  walk  ^^ood  and  forgiven  by  our  belief 

in  His  sacrifice  (Epbesisns  1:7). 
(Glistens  lov3^  the  world  in  this 

5)  showing  His  One  and  Only  Son, 

me  worid  ^  everyone  who  briieves  in  HiBF 
Who  He  Is  ^  perWh  but  have  eternal  life.* 
hy  the  way  John 3:i8(HCSB) 

we  respond  to  circumstanoes  in  our  entered  the  world  and  defeated 

llvas.  When  we  Uve  in  ways  contranr  man.  God  gave  the  Law  as  a  standard. 


BammiMttr  is  a  member  cf  Wood' 


Just  for  the  Record 


College  News 


BETHEL  CHURCH.  BOQUE  CHITTO.  hon> 
orad  its  o.aduatM.  Back  raw:  Jeffrey  Bond,  pastor 
Matthew  Gazaway,  and  Seanlee  Matthews:  front, 
Cayden  Falvey.  ^ 


ETHEL  CHURCH.  ETHEL,  recentfy  held  a 
baby  dedication  for  Luke  Thomas  McKinney. 
Shown  are  Luka.  Cya,  arKi  Keiie  McKirmey 
aixf  pastor  Ralph  Hunt. 


^  V 

i  I 


StudMils  WKI  aduta  from  NAVItLA  CHURCH,  MCCOMR.  pwlicipatad  in  CoruMCt  Camp  at 
,  Canbal  HMa  Baptiit  Ratraat  Juna  7-10. 


SULRHUR  SPRINQg  CHURCH.  CONCHAT-  HARNLTON  CHURCH.  HAIMLTON,  hoo- 
TA.  lacogntna  itt  BiUa  dfiNara.  SItOMm  ai*  Satti  orad  Rachal  Jaudon  with  a  ptoqua  ter  faithful 
Smith.  Brodia  Danaon.  Joni  Jonas.  Afafiy  PMar.  and  satvica  ter  many  yaart  as  church  custodian. 
John  Mark  PMar.  Shown  ara  Jaudon  and  Hobart  Moora. 


FIRBT  CHURCH.  BOBO,  rw^emty  honored  thek  CALVARY  CHURCH.  BOQUE  CHITTO 
graduetes  with  recognition  during  tfw  worship  recognized  their  deacons  during  homeconrv 

service  end  el  e  reception  in  their  honor.  Shown.  ing  servioee.  wrth  tpeciel  reoognitiQn  given 

from,  ere  Boiey  Srniih  end  leykw  Thornpeon:  beck,  to  tera  deacons  who  have  served  for  50 
studem  mirmter  Chris  Oougiae.  Wesley  Jorwe.  years.  Shown  ere  Ibmmy  Seaeer  atMf  Dermy 
Bfeke  Tbdd.  end  interim  pastor  P.  J.  Weeks.  Roberts 

In  other  Church  N«w«: .  .  : . 

speaUng  OB  The  ' 


FIRST  CHURCH.  FLORA,  sem  about  25  kids  to  Fugs  Camp  at 
MISBiBBlFPf  COLLEGE.  The  vast  majority  are  pictured  at  NeF 
son  Had  on  the  Clinton  campus  in  early  Jurw.  Tha  students  from 
Madison  County  read  the  Bible,  attended  worship  services,  Nved  in 
MC  residence  haNs  arKi  had  fun  during  their  fivedey  visit. 
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The  2017  -  2018  Travis  Scholership  recipiants  were  recognized  dur¬ 
ing  BLUE  MOUNTAIN  COLLEGE'S  annuel  Ministerial  Alumni 
Day  ectivibea. 


Staff  Changes 


CHURCH. 
FLOWOOD. 
has  ceded 

Berry  Givens 
es  associate 

paelor/sludenc 
pastor.  He  it 
shown  with  his 
wife  Nicole, 
son  Lucas,  end 
peetor  Bobby 
McGuffie 


Vacation  Bible  School 


MANTH  CHURCH.  MANTES,  ended  their  VB8  with  a  com- 
menoemem  June  K).  Average  TIB  in  enendence  sviBi  a  miminni 
offering  of  $1000. 


In  other  VB8  Nows: 

>  ViOotvq— UkRwRMAjBne25-a9.6-8pjB.,»aw 
5-snd|^  Nathan  Buher.  pMtor.  Cui  (6oi)  517-IM9  for 

>  \  latNH  Ayw  t«  6  8  p»iii*y  egBs 


